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Norwegian is one of the most discussed languages in  the literature on 

reflexive binding, with its system of simple and co mplex reflexives – 

seg vs. seg sjøl. This talk will present new Norweg ian data showing 

not only a previously unknown pattern in Norwegian for long-distance 

binding of seg, but also a generalization for long- distance binding 

that has not been reported in any language before. The data will 

reveal that the reflexive seg is exceptionally allo wed in complement 

clauses only if the clause is the complement of a p erception verb. 

  

Across languages, perception verbs exhibit a specia l behavior in a 

different domain, namely in terms of tense dependen cy. In languages 

without the phenomenon known as sequence of tense, a past tense in the 

complement clause of another past tense verb only a llows a 

past-shifted reading. This is the case in Russian a nd Hebrew. In the 

complement clause of a perception verb, on the othe r hand, a past 

tense has a preferred simultaneous reading, meaning  that its temporal 

interpretation fully depends on the tense of the ma trix verb. In 

languages where 'sequence of tense' generally exist s, such as English 

and Norwegian, the tense in complements of percepti on verbs still 

behaves differently from other complements in that it shows a greater 

dependency on the matrix clause tense. 

  

I will adopt the common view of tense dependency as  being caused by 

structural syntactic binding of tense (Enç 1987). W ith the analysis of 

reflexive binding within the minimalist framework d eveloped in several 

papers by Reuland, I will show that interclausal re flexive binding can 

be a natural fall-out of interclausal tense depende ncy. 

 


